
A Study in Acts
Lesson 5:  Acts 4:5 – 5:11

Peter and John Before the Council
Act 4:5-7 KJV
(5)  And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes,
(6)  And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of 

the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.
(7)  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have 

ye done this?

Who Were the Sanhedrin?
This assembly was known as the Sanhedrin, a form of Jewish Supreme Court, composed 
of the presiding officer, who was the high priest, and seventy others. It was the same 
body, which had demanded and received the crucifixion of Jesus. It was the historical 
successor to the board of judges appointed by Moses in Numbers 11:16-25.

The council chamber in which they met was traditionally in the temple; but about A.D. 
30, they changed their meeting place to a court on the east side of the temple.  This had 
been done by the time Matthew recorded:
Mat 26:57 KJV
(57)  And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

scribes and the elders were assembled.

Who Was Really High Priest?
A lot of biblical critics who make some big thing out of the various references in the New 
Testament to Caiaphas as high priest, or to Annas as high priest, are only quibbling. Luke 
denominated both as holders of that office concurrently, "in the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas" (Luke 3:2), hence it was altogether correct to refer to either one of them as 
high priest. The circumstances that brought this condition about are well known. Annas 
was deposed from his high office by Tiberius in 14 A.D., a penalty incurred through his 
excess in executing one of his enemies; but the Jews did not honor the Emperor's 
deposition, still recognizing Annas as the rightful holder of the office; however, Rome 
controlled the patronage, and the office was rotated among no less than five of Annas' 
sons, with Caiaphas his son-in-law also holding it for a period of time. His sons who held 
the office were: "Eleazar, Jonathan, Theophilus, Matthias, and Ananus."  The record of 
those who controlled the assembly in view here reveals them to have been the hard cadre 
of Sadducean priests who sat at the heart of official Jewish government.  A group 
considered by historians to be unscrupulous.

What Are the Charges?
It should be pointed out that the Greek word translated “ye” here is scornful in nature.  In 
modern English, it might be translated “people like you”.



The fact is the Sanhedrin had not been able to formulate any charge against the apostles; 
therefore the question was to induce them to talk in the hope that they could turn some of 
their words into an indictment. However, both the Sanhedrin members and the Apostles 
knew perfectly well why they were there; and Peter, again having an audience and 
opportunity, began to preach to them.

Peter Preaches to the Council
Act 4:8-12 KJV
(8)  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of 

Israel,
(9)  If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is 

made whole;
(10)  Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole.

(11)  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner.

(12)  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.

Peter is Respectful
Peter's respectful language here teaches the same deference and respect of public officials 
which are binding upon all Christians; but, it’s important to remember that just a few 
weeks back he had quailed before the soldiers and servants in the palace of the high 
priest. But now he stands before the Sanhedrin and speaks in the language of respect but 
also that of unflinching boldness.  Also, the promise of Jesus to the Twelve is kept that 
they should not be concerned about what they should say when arraigned before earthly 
authorities, because the Holy Spirit in that hour would give them the message they were 
to deliver.
Mat 10:17-19 KJV
(17)  But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in 

their synagogues;
(18)  And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 

them and the Gentiles.
(19)  But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 

given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

But Peter is Bold
Peter moved quickly to the attack, charging the Sanhedrin with murdering the Son of 
God, and affirming that the great miracle in view had been accomplished by the authority 
of that same Christ whom they had crucified.

A prophecy was made in the Psalms:
Psa 118:22 KJV
(22)  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

Peter had been present when the Lord first used this figure of himself.



Mat 21:42 KJV
(42)  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders 

rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes?

This story is founded on an incident involving the building of the temple:  The first stone 
that came down from the quarry was most complicated, and the builders could not find a 
place for it. It was dragged into a corner of the building area and in time covered with 
debris. When the building was completed, there was no cornerstone until someone 
remembered the rejected stone, which fit perfectly. The Sanhedrin were the religious 
builders who had rejected the head of the corner, Christ; and Peter hurled this charge in 
their teeth.

All People are Saved One Way
It should be pointed out that the Greed word translated “we” in verse 12 is all inclusive. 
It includes everyone present:  chief priests, scribes, and fishermen alike.  So Peter, in his 
final sentence, is offering an invitation once again.  It should also be pointed out, that 
Peter claims that Jesus is the way that men may be saved.  This must have stuck in the 
craw of the Sanhedrin.

The Response of the Sanhedrin
Act 4:13-18 KJV
(13)  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned 

and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus.

(14)  And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing 
against it.

(15)  But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among 
themselves,

(16)  Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by 
them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.

(17)  But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name.

(18)  And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of 
Jesus.

The words “unlearned” and “ignorant” are not translated well here.  The Sanhedrin did 
not perceive that the Apostles were stupid.  They perceived that they were “unlearned” in 
the ways of the scribes.  The point here is that the Sanhedrin have taken note that though 
the Apostles were not trained in the ways of the scribes, their knowledge is impeccable. 
Further they discovered that these men had been with Jesus before he died.  This is 
pointed out so that we should know that these men knew Jesus performed similar 
miracles that had been performed the previous day by Peter and John.  Clearly, the 
Sanhedrin were well aware of the situation.

Back in verse 9, Peter had basically challengedthe Sanhedrin to present their charges. 
The Sanhedrin clearly had a problem.  They could not deny what Peter and John had 
done because the evidence stood before them.  Yet, since Peter and John claimed that 
Jesus was responsible for the healing and attached Jesus authority to mankind’s salvation, 



they clearly were taking all authority given to the council away.  So the council went into 
private to discuss it.

If You Can’t Beat Them, Threaten Them
Truth was no consideration to the Sanhedrin. They were determined to oppose the 
teaching of the apostles, and the best thing they could think of, at the moment, was to 
threaten them. In view of the weakness of the apostles during the Passover, they might 
have supposed they could intimidate them. That failing, they were prepared to use 
methods of violence; but the popularity of the new faith made the murder of the Twelve 
inexpedient at the moment.

These were not idle threats. Later, the apostles were arrested and beaten (Acts 5:17-40); 
and still later, Stephen was stoned to death for preaching the gospel (Acts 6:8-7:60). 
There is a progression in this inspired history toward that murderous fury which at last 
signaled official Israel's total rejection of Jesus Christ. For the moment, the popularity of 
the apostles with the people prevented all but the threats.

The Forbidden Name Spoken
In the book of John, the man born blind was brought before the Sanhedrin and his parents 
refused to speak the name of Jesus because it had been forbidden:
Joh 9:19-22 KJV
(19)  And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he 

now see?
(20)  His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind:
(21)  But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: 

he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.
(22)  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 

already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the 
synagogue.

So hear again, the Sanhedrin insist that Jesus not be declared publicly to be the Son of 
God and Christ.

Peter and John Refuse
Act 4:19-22 KJV
(19)  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to 

hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.
(20)  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.
(21)  So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might 

punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done.
(22)  For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed.

This verse proves that the responsibility of men for their religious opinions is direct to 
God, and that other men have no power of control.  It also indicates that men have a right 
to private judgment in matters of religion, subject only to God."

Peter and John refuse to accept the Sanhedrin’s “offer”.  No amount of threatening could 
change their mind.  The Sanhedrin could not punish them because they had the evidence 



of a 40 year old lame man, now healed, standing before them and the people.  Clearly, if 
they punished Peter and John, they would lose face with the people anyway.  So they 
released them from custody.  It is quite likely, that the Sanhedrin expected the Apostles 
and the Disciples of Christ to run off after the threats.  But that’s not what happens.

Peter and John Report
Act 4:23 KJV
(23)  And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and 

elders had said unto them.

It is not clear if “their own company” is the other 10 Apostles, the original 120 members 
of the church, or some number of the 8 to 10 thousand members they now had.  But 
clearly, they let the Church know what was happening.  It is also likely, as will become 
clear in some upcoming verses, that were back at the temple to do this reporting.

The Disciples Pray
Act 4:24-30 KJV
(24)  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, 

thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:
(25)  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people 

imagine vain things?
(26)  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and 

against his Christ.
(27)  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 

Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
(28)  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.
(29)  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness 

they may speak thy word,
(30)  By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name 

of thy holy child Jesus.

Rather than running off… they prayed.

Notice here, that the prayer is not for relief from persecution.  Nor is it a prayer for harm 
or any calamity to befall their enemies.  The prayer is for the courage to do the will of 
God and for a continuation of the powers granted them to do God’s will.

This expression “with one accord” occurs eleven times in the Acts, and only once 
elsewhere in the New Testament (Romans 15:6). It stresses the unity of the Lord's 
followers, and thus reveals one of the great secrets of the success of Christianity during 
those first years.  But this unity will be tested in the very next Chapter of Acts.

The Response to Prayer
Act 4:31 KJV
(31)  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God 
with boldness.

God lets his presence be known again.  The threat of civil authorities is ignored, and the 
Apostles continue to preach the word of God boldly.



Taking Care of the Brethren
Act 4:32-37 KJV
(32)  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any 

of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common.

(33)  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all.

(34)  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

(35)  And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need.

(36)  And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The 
son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,

(37)  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Okay, now we get into to controversial stuff; the stuff that really fun debates are made 
out of.  It is assumed by some, that this means that all Christians should not have personal 
possessions, but that we allow the leaders of our congregation to collect everything we 
have and then redistribute it according to the will of God.  Communes are built this way.

One point must be remembered.  Not EVERYONE received something.  Only those that 
lacked received according to their needs.  What is taught here is not that the institution of 
private possessions had been abolished, but that the Christians held their possessions, not 
as their own, but as subject to the will of God in the use of them for the relief of the 
needy.  This was an emergency, and all were willing and anxious to use whatever they 
possessed for the common good.  In the fact that all of the events mentioned thus far in 
Acts occurred within a very short space of time after Pentecost; because the most logical 
reason for any emergency, which is actually inferred rather than plainly stated, lies in the 
fact that vast throngs in Jerusalem for Pentecost, after obeying the gospel, continued to 
remain in Jerusalem for a time in order to hear the preaching of the apostles, and perhaps 
to aid in evangelism. Naturally, such a situation would terminate after a while; and the 
extreme generosity of the Christians prolonged it as long as possible. 

No universal selling of property is mentioned, and no general instructions were issued 
that members of the church ought to distribute to the poor all that they possessed ... Many 
of the owners of property, of their own free will, from love of the brethren, would sell 
their property and bring the proceeds to the apostles.

The result of such overflowing generosity was that the effectiveness of the apostles' 
message was multiplied, and what might be called a revival of the most fantastic 
proportions ensued.



It should also be pointed out, that this Barnabas is the very same Barnabas that will later 
accompany Paul on his first mission.

A Problem in the Church
Acts 5:1-6
(1)  But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,
(2)  And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and 

laid it at the apostles' feet.
(3)  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to 

keep back part of the price of the land?
(4)  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own 

power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but 
unto God.

(5)  And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on 
all them that heard these things.

(6)  And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

The Love of Money…
The word “but” that starts this passage clearly connects it with the previous verse.  Why a 
chapter division was placed here, is beyond my ability to decipher.  

This even was a dramatic change from the wonderful miracles of mercy and healing 
which, until then, had marked the deeds of the apostles; but it was necessary that the 
severity of God, as well as his mercy, should be stressed. And, just as Jesus had withered 
the fig tree, there appeared here an instance of severity, following the instances of 
goodness: God is to be both loved and feared.

The apostles of Christ, after their baptism in the Holy Spirit, were inspired men, able to 
perform miracles and to discern the thoughts of men. They claimed infallibility, as having 
been guided into all truth by the blessed Spirit in them; and, if such a fraud as that 
undertaken by Ananias and Sapphira had been successful, it would have discredited the 
central authority of God's church upon the earth. The sale of a piece of land, as well as 
the price paid and received, could not long have been concealed, since such things have 
been in the public records of every generation; and, if the deception had succeeded, the 
word of the apostles themselves would have been suspect. There was no way that God 
could have permitted such a discreditation of his foreordained witnesses of the 
resurrection.

Note that the sin here is NOT that he kept something back, but that he lied about it.

Those who view this act of divine judgment against this couple as some kind of 
vindictive and spiteful punishment inflicted by the apostle Peter are totally wrong. It was 
not Peter, but God, who executed this extreme penalty; and the contrast of it with the 
longsuffering and forbearance of the Father concerning the sins of the whole race leads to 
the conclusion that there were the most weighty reasons for what God did here.

Like Husband, Like Wife
Acts 5:7-10



(7)  And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, 
came in.

(8)  And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, 
Yea, for so much.

(9)  Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry 
thee out.

(10)  Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men 
came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

However the divine judgment of Ananias might have shocked and surprised Peter, he 
could not have been unaware of the judgment that would befall Sapphira in case she was 
guilty. What a dreadful fear must have fallen upon the assembly as Sapphira made her 
entry. Can you imagine the silence as her examination proceeded? Her unhesitating reply 
proved they had conspired together.  She, therefore, received the same punishment.
Acts 5:11
(11)  And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

It is highly likely that man present at this time had been tempted like Ananias and 
Sapphira to pretend a holiness they did not possess; and this sudden judgment led to the 
widespread conclusion among them to the effect that "There but for the grace of God am 
I." This divine act, therefore, had the consequence of impressing upon the young church 
the awful consequences of sin, and of warning non-Christians of the danger of associating 
themselves with the new and popular movement for purely selfish motives. This great 
fear upon both Christians and outsiders was precisely the effect desired
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