
A Study In Acts
Lesson 1

Introduction
When studying any book of the bible, it is important to answer three questions:  

1. Who wrote it.
2. Who was it written to.
3. When was it written.

When studying a particular chapter or passage of the bible, three additional questions 
should be answered:

1. What is it about?
2. What does it mean?
3. How can I apply it to my life?

In this lesson we will answer the first three questions, plus a little more, and then begin to 
explore Chapter 1 of Acts.

Acts of the Apostles
The book has had various titles, none of which are inspired. It is often spoken of as "The 
Acts of the Apostles." Some of the other titles used include; "The Acts of the Holy 
Apostles, The Book of Acts", "The Acts", and "Acts of Apostles." The use of the word 
apostle is accurate in that the work of the apostles are charted. It might be more 
accurately styled "Some of the Acts of some of the Apostles" since not all of them are 
mentioned.

Who Wrote It?
It was written by Luke; the same Luke that wrote the Gospel of Luke.  We know this 
from the first verse of the book:
Act 1:1 KJV
(1)  The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
If we compare this verse to Luke 1:3-4, we see a reference to Theophilus just as in the 
first verse of Acts. 
Luk 1:3-4 KJV
(3)  It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, 

to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,
(4) That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.

Also the two books are written in the same style using the same language structure.  It is 
also apparent because later in Acts, when Luke is traveling with Paul on his missionary 
journeys, Luke changes the pronoun he uses from “they” to “we”.  There is also some 
medical terminology which supports the idea it was written by a physician, which Luke 
was.  Documents left by the early “church fathers” all held to Luke being the writer.  In 



fact there is no evidence from their writings that any other person was even possibly 
considered the writer.

Who Was It Written To?
From the first verse, we also learn that Acts is addressed to “Theophilus”.  There is some 
contention between biblical scholars over whether this is an actual person.  The word 
Theophilus is a greek word that means “friend of God”.  So Luke may be addressing this 
(and his gospel) to all Christians, or to a particular friend.  There is no reason to believe 
either over the other, however, Theophilus was a common name from the third century 
B.C. onward.

When Was It Written?
Luke wrote the book of Acts sometime in the early 60's a.d. This seems certain from the 
fact that Paul is imprisoned at the close of Acts awaiting the judgment of Caesar. We 
know that this too place about 63 a.d., shortly before Nero's persecution of Christians. 
History tells us that both Paul and Peter were executed during the great Neroan 
persecutions of about 64 a.d.. If Paul and Peter had already been executed, why wouldn't 
Luke have told about it, since he went into such detail concerning these two great men.  

It is likely that Luke wrote the book while accompanying Paul in Rome awaiting Paul's 
first trial. Luke, the beloved physician was at his side.

Themes of Acts
Here we answer the other three questions.  

Luke has several important themes that he develops in Acts. Understanding these will aid 
us in understanding what the God wants us to learn from Luke.

1. Provides a history of the early church. It charts Christianity's spread from the 
city of Jerusalem to the city of Rome, the capitol of the Roman Empire. The 
church begins as a people limited to the Jews and concludes with it encompassing 
every race in the ancient world.

2. The book of Acts serves as a handbook for conversion. It goes into detail 
concerning the salvation experience of men and women throughout the ancient 
world.

3. The book of Acts serves as a handbook for worship.  I shows how the Apostles 
worshipped God so that we have some examples for our use.

4. A joining together of Jew and Gentile into one body. Acts chapters 9-10 detail 
the conversion of Cornelius and his family, the first gentile converts. It shows that 
God has chosen the gentiles to be part of his covenant. It also charts the conflict in 
the early church over the binding of circumcision upon gentile converts.

5. The devotion of Christians to their Lord. All the principal characters of Luke's 
story demonstrated great personal devotion to God and tremendous personal 
discipline in their spiritual lives. In the Gospel, Mary and Joseph performed all of 
Judaism's prescribed rituals associated with childbirth and the dedication of a new 
infant. Jesus worshiped in the synagogue "as was his custom":



 Luk 4:16 KJV
(16)  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

and prayed regularly. In Acts, the disciples showed the same qualities. The first few 
chapters constantly describe the apostles in the Temple praying. The same type of 
spirituality punctuated Paul’s ministry. It shows Christians who are willing to "suffer 
shame" for the cause of Christ:
Act 5:41 KJV
(41)  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 

to suffer shame for his name.

An Outline of Acts
1. Pentecost and the Preaching Christ in Jerusalem. (1:1-8:3).

2. Preaching Christ in Judaea and Samaria (8:4-11:18).

3. Preaching Christ to the Uttermost Parts (11:19-28:31).

a. The missionary journeys of Paul (13:1-21:23).

b. The period of Paul's imprisonment (21:24-28:31)
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